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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen

It is a great pleasure and an honour to be here with you this morning at the ICT Summit 2012, here in Tashkent. This is my third visit here, but my first time for the ICT Summit.
· Uzbekistan became a member of ITU in 1992, after the break-up of the former Soviet Union, and we are very proud of the continuing spirit of co-operation ITU has had with your administration over the past 20 years.

· This has ranged from the financing of Uzbek fellowships, to technical assistance, to the donation of ICT equipment to young software developers, to the hosting of meetings and seminars here in Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan also continues to play a key role in capacity building in the region through its work in ITU’s CIS Centre of Excellence.

· By the end of last year, mobile cellular penetration had surpassed 90% in Uzbekistan and is clearly on track to go over 100% during the current year.

· Uzbekistan has also been experiencing very rapid Internet growth in recent years, with the percentage of Internet users growing more than threefold between the end of 2008 and the end of 2011, from just 9% to 30%.

· Indeed, Uzbekistan’s rapid broadband growth saw it rise nine places in ITU’s ICT use sub-index rankings between 2008 and 2010 on broadband connections, from 110th place to 101st place.

· As one of the biggest countries in the region, Uzbekistan is strategically influential both here in this region and indeed across the world.

· I am pleased to note the rapid development of ICTs in this country over recent years.

· Let me therefore congratulate the administration on the marvellous achievements of ICT development in Uzbekistan, and express my appreciation to the determination of the government to further push ICT development in Uzbekistan and in the region.

Distinguished guests,
· As many of you will know, the International Telecommunication Union, ITU, is the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication technologies, ICTs. With 193 Member States and over 700 sector members, associate members, and members from academia. There are three ITU Sectors: ITU-T (standardization), ITU-R (radiocommunications), and ITU-D (development). ITU is committed to connecting the world. Uzbekistan has participated in the ITU activities.
· ITU has contributed to the worldwide ICT development, including mobile phone and Internet services.
· We now face the next major challenge, which is to bring affordable access to broadband to all the world’s people.

· Broadband is a set of transformative technologies which are fundamentally changing the way we live – and which can help ensure sustainable social and economic growth not just in the rich world, but in every country, rich and poor, developed and developing.
· I was in Mauritius and Turkmenistan recently. I found these two countries have done a good job to develop their ICT infrastructure. Both have put the Broadband as a priority. The Minister of Afghanistan last week informed the audience in Turkmenistan that he did not believe Broadband could be useful in his country two years ago, but now he is confident that Broadband is absolutely necessary for his country.
· ITU set up the Broadband Commission for Digital Development, in conjunction with UNESCO, two years ago. The Commission advocates for the global rollout of broadband infrastructure and for the provision of equitable and affordable access to broadband for all the world’s people.
· The Broadband Commission is co-chaired by President Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Carlos Slim, President of the Carlos Slim Foundation. Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, and Hamadoun Touré, ITU’s Secretary-General, serve as co-Vice-Chairs.

· I am pleased to announce in this regard that ITU and the Broadband Commission have recently launched a new series of case studies, which are available via the Commission’s website.
· I am very pleased to note that broadband is put in the agenda in Uzbekistan with a high priority.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· I would like to advise you briefly about a number of very important ITU events taking place before the end of the year.

· The Global Symposium for Regulators – the GSR – will be held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in just two weeks time, from 2 to 4 October, with the theme ‘Why regulate in a global networked society?’. The GSR remains a unique venue for regulators and policy makers from both developed and developing countries to meet and exchange views and experiences.

· Two weeks after the GSR, ITU Telecom World 2012 will be taking place from 14 to 18 October, in Dubai. There are national pavilions, industry pavilions and thematic pavilions to show the latest techniques and Services of ICT and the successful stories of ICT development in developing countries, and in particular, in Africa. There will be forum sessions, focusing on debate, networking and knowledge-exchange at the highest level. We are waiting for a number of Heads of State and Heads of Government to confirm their participation and we expect about 100 Ministers/Vice Ministers, Regulators, and more than 300 CEOs to be there. Let me therefore encourage your participation.
· Later, we will have the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, WTSA-12, which will be taking place in Dubai from 19 to 29 November. Held every four years, the WTSA is a central event for the ITU’s Standardization Sector, for ITU as a whole, and indeed for the entire ICT sector.

· Our last major event of the year is the World Conference on International Telecommunications, WCIT-12, which is taking place from 3 to 14 December – also in Dubai – and which will look at ways of revising the International Telecommunication Regulations, the ITRs, which date back to 1988.

· The 1988 ITRs set the stage for the information society. And we firmly believe that 2012 will set the stage for the knowledge society. 
· We are expecting more than 1,500 participants from ITU’s 193 Member States. I encourage you to participate to express your concerns and proposals, to defend your interests, and to work with the rest of the ICT family to create a better environment for the sustainable development of ICTs globally for the next decade and even further.
· To conclude my speech, I would like to thank the Government of Uzbekistan, and particularly the Director General of the Communications and Information agency of Uzbekistan, Khurshid Mirzakhidov, for his kind invitation for me to attend this event.

· I wish you a successful Summit.
